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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to connnnunication(s) filed on 23 June 2003 , 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)0 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-48 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim{s) 1-48 is/are rejected. 

Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-{d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 ,□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
Attach ment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Infomnal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) n Infonmation Disclosure Statement{s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to an amendment filed 06/23/03. Claims 1-48 are pending. 
Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 10, 1 1, 15-17, 19, 22, 25, 26, 29, 30, 34, 35, 39-44, 46 and 47 have been 
amended. The Examiner hereby withdraws the objections to the specification in light of the 
amendment. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 25 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. AppUcant's arguments with respect to claims 5, 6, 10, 1 1, 15, 29, 30, 34, 35 and 39, filed 
06/23/03 have been fixlly considered but they are not persuasive. 

Regarding Claims 5, 10, 15, 29, 34 and 39, Applicant claims a processor that is 
"responsive to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent guide arrangement with a 
menu of ordering formats selectable by a user overlaid on said channel portion of said 
subsequent guide arrangement," and that LaJoie fails to teach that limitation. The 
Examiner refers Applicant to Apphcant's Figure 6. The "said channel portion of said 
subsequent guide arrangement" is understood to be reference element 78. LaJoie' s Figure 
17 discloses an identical channel portion. The Examiner refers now to Applicant's Figure 
8 where a subsequent guide arrangement with a menu of ordering formats is overlaid in 
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said channel portion (81). LaJoie discloses an identical menu of ordering formats in 
Figure 20. 

Regarding Claims 6 and 30, Applicant claims a selected initial guide arrangement 
that displays "a first alphabetical theme in a theme portion of said selected initial guide 
arrangement and a plurality of future programs in a main program display portion of said 
selected initial guide arrangement corresponding to said first alphabetical theme." The 
Examiner regards AppUcant's Figures 8 and 9 as relevant to this claim. LaJoie's Figures 
20 and 21 clearly disclose an alphabetical list of themes in a theme portion of the guide 
arrangement and a plurality of future programs in a main program display portion 
corresponding to the theme. 

Regarding Claims 1 1 and 35, Applicant claims a selected initial guide 
arrangement that displays "a first alphabetical listing by time of a plurality of programs. . . 
corresponding to said first alphabetical category." The Examiner refers to Applicant's 
Figure 10 and LaJoie's Figure 23 as disclosing this limitation. 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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5. Claims 1-18 and 25-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 5,850,218 to LaJoie et al. as citied by the Applicant in view of "The Complete 
Idiot's Guide to Windows 95, ed." By McFedries. 

Regarding Claim 1, LaJoie discloses a programmable television services client 
device ("set-top terminal", Col. 9, Line 43) for enabling a user to navigate to an 
individual television service, the set-top box coupled to a programmable television 
services server device ("headend". Col. 9, Line 41). The set-top box has a memory for 
storing data (See Figure 3, '*NVRAM, DRAM") and an interactive program guide 
contained in the memory for displaying program information received by the client 
device from the server (See Figure 20). LaJoie further discloses configuration 
information contained in the memory (Col. 13, Lines 39-44) that includes a pluraUty of 
initial guide arrangements. In each guide mode in the system of LaJoie, there is a default 
theme (Cols. 26-27, Lines 64-2) that is used until the user selects another from the Ust 
with a selection indicator that denotes the particular selected arrangement (See Figure 
20). Further, the system of LaJoie has a processor (See Figure3, "CPU") configured to 
cause the cUent device to display the program information according to the selected guide 
arrangement, wherein the processor is responsive to the interactive program guide, the 
configuration information, and the user input. What is not disclosed, however, is that the 
configuration information comprises a selection indication that denotes one of the guide 
arrangements as a selected initial guide arrangement. McFedries discloses an interactive 
graphical user interface wherein a user may select a content arrangement (Page 49, Figure 
1). In the system of McFedries, a user may select a layout option that is saved and used as 
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an initial arrangement the next time a given folder is viewed as is well known in the art. 
McFedries is evidence that ordinary workers in the art would recognize the benefits of 
storing in memory an initial arrangement in a graphical user interface. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system of LaJoie with the selected initial guide arrangement 
configuration of McFedries in order to retum the user to their initial selected view each 
time they enter a given interface screen. 

Regarding Claim 2, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated above 
in Claim 1 wherein the selected initial guide arrangement is configured in a time format 
including a centered and highlighted lowest channels of a plurality of channels in a 
channel portion of the selected initial guide arrangement and a listing by time of future 
programs in a main program display portion of the guide arrangement corresponding to 
the plurality of channels shovra in the channel portion of the selected initial guide 
arrangement (See Figure 16). LaJoie demonstrates a guide arrangement configured in a 
time format (Figure 16, Element 386) where the lowest channel of a plurality of channels 
("Channel 2") is highlighted and centered. The listing shows future programming as well 
as current programming. 

Regarding Claim 3, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated above 
in Claim 2 wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to 
display a guide arrangement in a current time format (See Figure 21) including a 
highlighted program on the current viewing channel ("Channel 2") of a plurality of 
channels in the channel portion of the guide arrangement and a listing by time of current 
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and future programs in the main program display portion of the guide arrangement 
(Element 432) corresponding to the plurality of channels in the channel portion of the 
guide arrangement. 

Regarding Claim 4, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated above 
in Claim 2 wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to 
display a subsequent guide arrangement in a user-configured time format including a 
highlighted program on a user pre-configured viewing channel of a plurality of channels 
in the channel portion of the guide arrangement and a listing by time of current and future 
programs in a main program display portion of the guide arrangement corresponding to 
the plurality of channels in the channel potion of the guide arrangement. This is 
accomplished by the user pressing the arrows on the remote control device and causing 
the guide to scroll up and down channels or back and forth across current and future 
programs in time-formatted guide arrangement (CoL 24, Lines 56-62). 

Regarding Claim 5, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated above 
in Claim 2 wherein the processor is responsive to a subsequent user input to display a 
guide arrangement with a menu of ordering formats selectable by a user overlaid on the 
chaimel portion of the guide arrangement (See Figures 20 and 22). 

Regarding Claim 6, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated above 
in Claim 1 wherein the selected initial guide arrangement is configured in a theme format 
displaying first alphabetical theme (See Figure 20) in a theme portion of the selected 
initial guide arrangement and a plurality of future programs in a main program display 
potion of the selected initial guide arrangement corresponding to the first alphabetical 
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theme shown in the theme portion of the selected initial guide arrangement (See Figure 



Regarding Claim 7, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated above 
in Claim 6 wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input (Col. 
24, Lines 56-62) to display a subsequent guide arrangement in a current theme format 
including a highlighted (Col. 26, Lines 48-60) current viewing program for a current time 
slot centered in a main program display portion of the guide arrangement and a theme 
category corresponding to the current viewing program in a theme portion of the guide 
arrangement (See Figure 21). 

Regarding Claim 8, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated above 
in Claim 6 wherein the processor is responsive to a subsequent user input to display a 
new theme not corresponding to the cmrent viewing program in the theme portion of the 
guide arrangement (Col. 26, Lines 48-64) and a plurality of future programs in the main 
program display portion of the guide arrangement corresponding to the new theme (Col. 
27, Lines 8-32). 

Regarding Claim 9, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated above 
in Claim 6 wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to 
display a subsequent guide arrangement in a user-configure theme format including a^. 
user pre-configured theme highlighted in a theme portion of the guide arrangement (Col. 
27, Lines 8-32) and programs corresponding to the user pre-configured theme in the main 
program display portion of the guide arrangement (See Figure 21). 



21). 
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Regarding Claim 10, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated 
above in Claim 6 wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to 
display a subsequent guide arrangement with a menu of ordering formats selectable by a 
user overlaid on the theme portion of the guide arrangement (See Figure 21). 

Regarding Claim 11, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated 
above in Claim 1 wherein the selected initial guide arrangement is configured in a title 
format displaying a first alphabetical category in a title portion of the selected initial 
guide arrangement (See Figure 22) and an alphabetical listing by time of a plurality of 
programs in a main program display portion of the selected initial guide arrangement 
corresponding to the alphabetical category (See Figure 22). 

Regarding Claim 12, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated 
above in Claim 1 1 wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input 
to display a subsequent guide arrangement in a current title format (Col. 28, Lines 5-26) 
including a highlighted current viewing program (See Figure 23) for a current time slot 
centered in the main program display portion of the guide arrangement and a title 
category in the title portion of the subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to the 
current viewing program. 

Regarding Claim 13, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated 
above in Claim 1 1 wherein the processor is responsive to a subsequent user input to 
display a new title category not corresponding to the current viewing program in the title 
portion of the guide arrangement (Col. 28, Lines 16-39) and an alphabetical listing by 
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time of a plurality of programs in the main program display potion of the guide 
arrangement corresponding to the new title category (See Figure 22). 

Regarding Claim 14, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated 
above in Claim 1 1 wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input 
to display a subsequent guide arrangement in a user-configure title format (Col. 28, Lines 
16-38) including a user pre-configured title highlighted in the theme portion of the guide 
arrangement (See Figure 22) and programs corresponding to the user pre-configured title 
in the main program display portions of the guide arrangement (See Figure 23). 

Regarding Claim 15, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated 
above in Claim 1 1 wherein the processor is fiirther responsive to a subsequent user input 
to display a subsequent guide arrangement with a menu of ordering formats selectable by 
a user overlaid on the title portion of the guide arrangement (See Figure 22). 

Regarding Claim 16, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated 
above in Claim 1 wherein the selected initial guide arrangement is configure in a browse- 
by menu format including a menu of ordering formats selectable by a user (See Figure 
16, Elements 360, 362, and 364). 

Regarding Claim 17, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated 
above in Claiml6 wherein a default menu format is a browse-by time format including a 
listing of fixture programs in a main program display of the selected initial guide 
arrangement. In the invention of LaJoie, pressing the guide key causes the EPG to enter 
the browse-by time mode (Col. 25, Lines 63-66 and Figure 18). This reads on the defauU 
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menu format being a browse-by time format because the user has not specified whether to 
browse by time, theme or title. 

Regarding Claim 18, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated 
above in Claim 17 wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input 
(Col. 24, Lines 52-62) to display a guide arrangement in a current time format selectable 
from the browse-by menu, the current time format including a highlighted current 
viewing channel of a plurality of channels in the channel portion of the subsequent guide 
arrangement (See Figure 16) and a listing by time of current and future programs in a 
main program display portion of the guide arrangement corresponding to the plurality of 
channels in the channel portion of the guide arrangement. 

Regarding Claims 25-42, refer to Claims 1-18 as stated above. 

6. Claims 19-24 and 43-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
LaJoie et al. in view of McFedries and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,808,608 to Young et 
al. 

Regarding Claim 19, LaJoie in view of McFedries disclose a device as stated 
above in Claim 16. What is not disclosed, however, is a device wherein the default menu 
format is a browse-by theme format including a listing of future programs in a main 
program display of the selected initial guide arrangement. Young discloses a electronic 
program guide as shown in Figure 3 with the ability to sort based on categories and 
themes as shown in Figure 14. Young further discloses that the default program guide 
mode may be based on the theme criteria active when the guide was last exited (Col. 24, 
Lines 6-13). This reads on a default browse-by theme menu format including a listing of 



Application/Control Number: 09/5 1 8,04 1 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2697 

future programs in a main program display of the initial guide arrangement. Young is 
evidence that ordinary workers in the art would appreciate the ability to set a default 
mode based on a last-used mode of operation in an electronic program guide. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of LaJoie in view of McFedries with the 
default browse-by theme mode of Young in order to allow a user to return directly to a 
prior theme search. 

Regarding Claim 20, LaJoie in view of McFedries and further in view of Young 
disclose a system as stated above in Claim 19. LaJoie further discloses a system wherein 
the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input (Col. 24, Lines 56-62) to 
display a subsequent guide arrangement in a current theme format selectable from the 
browse-by menu, the current theme format including a current viewing program for a 
current time slot highhghted (Col. 26, Lines 48-60) in a main program display portion of 
the guide arrangement and a theme category corresponding to the current viewing 
program in a theme portion of the guide arrangement (See Figure 21). 

Regarding Claim 21, LaJoie in view of McFedries and further in view of Young 
disclose a system as stated above in Claim 20. LaJoie further discloses a device wherein 
the processor is responsive to a subsequent user input to display a new theme not 
corresponding to the current viewing program in the theme portion of the guide 
arrangement (Col. 26, Lines 48-64) and a plurality of future programs in the main 
program display portion of the guide arrangement corresponding to the new theme (Col. 
27, Lines 8-32). 
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Regarding Claim 22, LaJoie in view of McFedries discloses a device as stated 
above in Claim 16. What is not disclosed, however, is a device wherein the default menu 
format is a browse-by title format including a listing of future programs in a main 
program display of the selected initial guide arrangement. Young discloses a electronic 
program guide as shown in Figure 3 with the ability to sort based on various user 
selections as shown in Figure 14. Young further discloses that the default program guide 
mode may be based on the selection criteria active when the guide was last exited (Col. 
24, Lines 6-13). Young is evidence that ordinary workers in the art would appreciate the 
ability to set a default mode based on a last-used mode of operation in an electronic 
program guide. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of LaJoie in view of 
McFedries with the default browse-by selection mode of Young in order to allow a user 
to retiom directly to a prior browse-by title listing. 

Regarding Claim 23, LaJoie in view of McFedries and further in view of Young 
disclose a system as stated above in Claim 22. LaJoie further discloses a system wherein 
the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement in a current title format (Col. 28, Lines 5-26) selectable from the 
browse-by menu including a highlighted current viewing program (See Figure 23) for a 
current time slot centered in the main program display portion of the guide arrangement 
and a title category in the title portion of the subsequent guide arrangement 
corresponding to the current viewing program. 
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Regarding Claim 24, LaJoie in view of McFedries and further in view of Young 
discloses a device as stated above in Claim 22. LaJoie further discloses a device wherein 
the processor is responsive to a subsequent user input to display a new title category not 
corresponding to the current viewing program in the title portion of the guide 
arrangement (Col. 28, Lines 16-39) and an alphabetical listing by time of a plurality of 
programs in the main program display potion of the guide arrangement corresponding to 
the new title category (See Figure 22). 

Regarding Claims 43-48, refer to Claims 19-24 as stated above. 



7, Applicant*s amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi'om the date of this 
final action. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew R Demicco whose telephone number is (703) 305-8155. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 



mrd 

August 14, 2003 




ANDREW FAILE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER ?600 



